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general. These are replaced by irrational superstitions.,
which are, as the word itself implies, survivals from the past.
The real primitive man disappeared tens of thousands of
years ago, and we cannot revive him. He belonged to an age
when the ancestors of the white, the black, and the yellow
man were still one race, upon which the forces of evolution
were still actively at work. We can no more get back to this
stage than to tie stage at which birds were as yet un~
differentiated from reptiles. And to attempt, by throwing
off the traditions upon which civilization is based, to get to
the level of the savage, is to go downhill by leaps and bounds,
instead of by the usual process of gradual subsidence. It is
true that savages lack certain of the ills of civilization, but
-with them ignorance, superstition, hunger, disease, and
anarchy are for the most part chronic rather than sporadic.
Hence the enormously high death rate, which is a universal
feature of savagery. That one of these ills, disease, has been
often temporarily accentuated by contact with civilization
has diverted attention from the fact that alleviation of the
others has been due to such contact, and the consequent
introduction of arts, food plants, domestic animals, and
various forms of knowledge.
But the alleviation of these or other evils, either among
savages or the civilized, will not bring about progress* Hie
removal of evil is merely a negative process, and cannot
bring about a positive result. It is believed almostuniversaly
that the removal of evil produces good, but this is an utter
fallacy; any one who has had an aching tooth out could say,
if he thought about it, that it merely produces dullness,
And just as good is something more than the absence
of evil, so civilization is something more than the	,of
savagery.
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